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Architecture is Going to the Dogs

CANTON, OH – A new trend in architectural design will make its Canton premiere in 2006. Barkitecture – designer doggie domiciles for well-polished pups – is the construction craze of the decade. Barkitecture is also THE not-to-miss gala event of the year.     
Barkitecture: Another Doggone Fundraiser, is a black-tie gala event, auction, and competition in which local architects, builders, artists, and designers vie to win Best in Show for their custom-designed doghouses. The event will be held on Saturday, August 26, 2006 in the Great Court of the Cultural Center for the Arts, and is sponsored by Fishers Foods and Dad’s Dog Food. Proceeds will benefit the Canton Museum of Art, the service dog program of Goodwill Industries of Greater Cleveland & East Central Ohio, and the Building Industry Association of Stark County.

The canine castles will have their unveiling at the Home & Garden Show March 16 – 19 at the Stark County Fairgrounds, and will tour various venues in our community during the dog days of summer. Their final pre-gala appearance will be at Westfield Belden Village, where the public will choose the prestigious Westfield People’s Choice Award. 
M. J. Albacete, Executive Director of the Canton Museum of Art, has completed his own entry: The Guggenhound. "Building a doggie model of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum has been a fascinating challenge,” stated Al. “At first, it was the play on the name that appealed to me – Guggenhound - but the process of converting a two-dimensional plan into a three-dimensional model is proving to be one of the most exciting projects I've ever attempted."


The Barkitecture steering committee, led by co-chairs Jackie Woodring and Paula Mastroianni, is hard at work securing funding, doghouse sponsors, auction items and planning the events surrounding this unique effort. Committee members include Bette Maier, Tanya Harroff, Marisa Rohn, Jeff Monter, Stephanie Newport, Christine Peterson, Deloris Angeli, Kathy Centrone, and Robb Hyde. “For years we have been looking for the right opportunity to hold a major fundraiser for the Museum,” said Mastroianni, vice president of the Canton Museum of Art Board. “We feel Barkitecture is a fresh and exciting concept the community will grab hold of.”

Make no bones about it. This is an event worth sinking your teeth into. For more information or to register for entry visit the Canton Museum of Art’s website, www.cantonart.org. 
The Canton Museum of Art is Stark County's home for art, with Permanent Collection exhibits, studio art classes and workshops. With over 1,200 pieces, the Permanent Collection focuses on 19th and 20th Century American watercolors and works on paper, and contemporary ceramics. The Canton Museum of Art has been a strong, vibrant and essential part of our community for more than seventy years.
Goodwill Industries of Greater Cleveland and East Central Ohio, Inc. works to improve the quality of life and employment opportunities for people through programs like Service Dog Training.  At Goodwill – Working, Saving and Giving Never Felt So Good!
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