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CMA JOINS VIKTOR SCHRECKENGOST NATION CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION APRIL 28 THROUGH JULY 23
The Canton Museum of Art is a part of an unprecedented national exhibition of one of America’s most important, influential, and inspired designers: Viktor Schreckengost.  Over 120 different venues are showcasing Schreckengost’s art and design works, and ultimately, every state in the nation will offer a glimpse into the remarkable breadth of Schreckengost’s accomplishments, which range from creating the iconic piece of Art Deco ceramics, to impressive works of architectural sculpture, to toys beloved by generations of children, lawn furniture that can still be found at homes across the country, and the first cab-over-engine truck design.  This is the largest exhibition in U.S. history – and a fitting tribute to the man who has been called “America’s da Vinci.”

The enormous variety of exhibition spaces reflects Schreckengost’s role as an industrial designer at a time of remarkable industrial growth; his lengthy career was both influenced by and influenced many of the major currents in 20th Century American life. Canton’s exhibition will highlight his work in ceramics and watercolors, but will also feature an example of one of the famed pedal cars he designed.
Viktor Schreckengost is perhaps best known today as the creator of The Jazz Bowl, a seminal piece of American Art Deco ceramics that he created for Cleveland’s Cowan Pottery at the behest of Eleanor Roosevelt.  Drawing on his trips to Manhattan, where he took in shows at the legendary Cotton Club, Schreckengost etched the bowl with soaring buildings, musical motifs, and an ocean liner, then cast it with a cobalt blue glaze to capture the quality of city lights at night.  The result was a striking vision of New York City in the Jazz Age.  The Jazz Bowl’s renown – and value – has only grown over time: in 2004, Sotheby’s sold one for $254,000, and it is now part of the permanent collections of many of the nation’s most prominent museums.    

Schreckengost’s influence on American life was felt in other ways as well.  When his career was interrupted by World War II, Schreckengost joined the U.S. Navy and developed a system for radar recognition that won him the Secretary of Navy’s commendation.  And in his 65-year career as a teacher at the Cleveland Institute of Art, whose Industrial Design program he launched, Schreckengost was a mentor to generations of students, among them the future designers of the Ford Mustang and the Crest Spin Brush.  According to John Nottingham, who developed the latter product with partner and fellow Schreckengost student John Spirk, “Viktor’s part of our DNA . . . He designed for the average person out there, and the genius of what he designed was figuring out how to give the sense of something, the quality, but give it an everyday price.”

For more on Viktor Schreckengost, his work, and The Viktor Schreckengost Foundation, please visit www.viktorschreckengost.org.
The Canton Museum of Art is located in the Cultural Center for the Arts at 1001 Market Avenue North in Downtown Canton. Admission to the museum is $4.00 for adults, $2.50 for seniors and children (6-12). CMA members are always free and Tuesdays are free to all. Museum hours are Monday through Saturdays from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm; Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 pm; and Sundays from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. 

#  #  #

The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program or organization with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans.
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